
SLS Council Meeting 

January 9, 2018 
 

 Attending 
Monica Gage, Christin Bell, Serena Waldron, Allison Earl, Tammy Cummings, Angela Newman, 
Molly Clark, Lisa DeMarco 

 Absent 
Carole Kupelian, Dorothy Dineen, Laura Harris, Ellen Byrnes, John Hammond, Kim Julian, 
Michelle Bishop, Shannon Eisel, and Tammy Anderson.  
 

● Minutes Review 
The council reviewed the minutes from the November 2017 meeting.  Angela Newman made 
the motion to approve. Tammy Cummings seconded the motion.  The minutes were approved.  
 

 Plan of Service Review 
Under Element 3, Professional Development and Training there is a goal to form a committee. 
The council is ok with just letting the council decide on PD options.  Last year there was a desire 
expressed for Cataloging and Book Repair.  Also suggested were Maker Space and Ed Camp. 
Molly will look into getting John Schuster (from OPALS) to do another Cataloging PD. 
Molly/Allison will look into partnering with OCM BOCES this summer for their ED Camp with 
CNYSL. 
Under Element 2, Special Client Groups, Allison is working on Arabic and Spanish collection 
with her CCD monies as her highest special needs groups. Molly suggests BrainPOP ESL / 
Spanish as a really good resource as well.  Tammy C. suggests the public libraries for the 
meeting the foreign language speaking parents’ needs and for local libraries too small to have 
foreign language collections the NY Public Library is suggested.  Anyone in NYS can get a card 
and request books.  
 
Molly will look into resources on this topic as well. 
 
Under Element 7, Communication among members, Molly asks for feedback on the SLS 
Connection she sends out.  Right now there is approximately 40% reading it.  Some 
suggestions were marking it urgent, Peer pressure from coordinators, subject line, and 
coordinators disseminating the information to the rest of their districts librarians. 
 
Allison – Twitter is great. 
 
Molly – don’t forget # contest for Oswego County SLS, will resend the email to everyone as 
there are prizes including a box of little bits, a 1 year subscription to Buncee or 1 year 
subscription to Flipgrid. 
 

 Coser 512 Changes 



Discovery Education (DE) is very expensive and although it as very good videos it is not getting 
enough usage to justify the expense. Replacing DE with either Type to Learn or Keyboarding 
without Tears is being considered. Type to Learn is geared towards K-12 and Keyboarding 
without Tears is K-5. A concern is that the CoSer 512 is charging for K-12 RAWADA. DE can 
also be bought as an add on directly by the districts for $2,000/bldg.  
 
Serena – liked Keyboarding without Tears that she checked out at the NYSCATE conference.  
There’s a feature to block students from progressing too far ahead of their class while allowing 
them to practice as much as they like.  
 
Also, a consideration on CoSer 512 charging for all K-12 students is that NBC Learn covers the 
6-12 students that Keyboarding without Tears does not. This product also moves with the 
students from school to school. The pricing direct from vendor is $10/student whereas CoSer 
512 charges $9.50/student.  
 
Christin- she sent out a survey but teachers weren’t even aware of the CoSer 512. There is 
pressure for keyboarding in the districts.  
 
FactCite – is a long term trial that is about to expire and Molly will see about getting them to 
extend the trial until the end of the school year.  If not the SLS will look into a prorated price.  
 
Serena and Christin both like FactCite because you can search by reading levels and they have 
great biographies.  Both are willing to purchase these for their buildings.  
 
Monica – agrees FactCite is a good site for grades 1-5 and she is also willing to purchase for 
her building.  
 
Christin- wants to include Science department’s databases in her SEARCH page and wonders if 
they can also purchase through the CoSer.  
 
Rosen – is a vendor where you purchase products for life. The Rosen representative spoke at 
the December Communication Coordinators’ meeting so the coordinators should have the 
information for the districts. Molly will send out the trial information for Rosen.  
 
Molly – The SLS is buying Digital Citizenship from Rosen for the county. Another good offering 
by Rosen is there Spotlight 3-8 which is NY focused. There are also Science Spotlights. 
 
The SLS will be getting stats out so that the librarians can have them as they order their 
databases for the 18-19 school year.  
 

 Update on Battle of the Books (BoB) 
 



Angela Newman (NCLS) – did a survey with the public libraries but received few responses. 
Would like to see more collaboration between the public libraries and the schools.  We need 
more feedback and data 
 
NCLS now has a Mobile App. Events can be done by county or by library. NCLS also has 
continuing education opportunities that are mostly geared to public libraries but they are free 
and all are welcome.  
 
Summer Reading – We have the gear in already and will be bringing it to the March meeting 
and the rest will be sent through the courier to the districts. The theme is “Libraries Rock”.  
 
A new way the NCLS is addressing outreach is the “Book Bike”.  This is an adult size tricycle 
with a box in front to give away goodies and is also equipped with Wi-Fi.  This can be borrowed 
by anyone for fairs and events.  
 
S Lewis is doing an OverDrive workshop with a library card drive.  Angela would like to do this in 
the Oswego County districts as well.   
 
Monica – did a card drive for her second graders last year and wonders how to verify any 
change in public library usage by those students.  Stats from Public libraries?  
 
Angela will send Summer Reading draft for review in March and letter will be sent out in June. 
 

 Admin / Librarian of the Year Award 
For the librarian of the Year Award last year the SLMPE Rubric was used. This form may be too 
long and perhaps something one paged or shorter could be used such as the Future Ready 
Cog? And, who can nominate?  Librarians, teachers, tech directors, principals, and 
administrators.  
 
Also discussed was who is to distribute the voting forms and how to collect the 
feedback/responses.  
Molly – will send the award brochure this week, attempt to get on the principals’ meeting agenda 
and intends to talk up the CCD, Media CoSer and OverDrive.  
 

 DueNorth 
Some concerns expressed and suggestions for the next DueNorth Revision are access to 
monthly statistics, lack of a Returned / Received option, and also a lack of an Overdue email or 
reminder field.  
 
Send Molly an email if you would like to be in on the interviews for the next SLS Director.  
 

Next Meeting is March 13, 2018 
 
 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


